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1. Introduction

Global economic and financial crisis and austerity measures implemented by governments in response to it, have

detrimental consequences on the social dialogue in education sector. Education trade unions face an increasing

reluctance of education authorities and governments to consult them on national education reforms on professional needs

and development of teachers. In some countries, teachers’ professional needs and teacher training are not even recognized by

education employers and government as a legitimate field of education trade unions’ work.
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▪ Greece faces serious economic hardships  

▪ Memorandum of Understanding with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Union (EU) and the European Central Bank
(ECB)

▪ Debasement of Greek society

▪ Austerity has reshaped Greek society itself

▪ Education in Greece has also been deeply affected by this crisis at all levels
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Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and Public Expenditure on Education / Training (ESA 2010) in € million in Greece in 2009-2015

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

GDP 237,534 226,031 207,029 191,204 180,654 177,941 175,697 175,888

Annual rate of change -4.8% -8.4% -7.6% -5.5% -1.5% -1.3% 0.1%

General government expenditure on education 9,810 9,280 9,183 8,657 8,257 7,800 7,593 n/a

Annual rate of change -5.4% -1.0% -5.7% -4.6% -5.5% -2.7%

% of annual GDP 4.1% 4.1% 4.4% 4.5% 4.6% 4.4% 4.3%

% of GDP in 2009 4.1% 3.8% 3.8% 3.6% 3.4% 3.2% 3.1%

-26.0% -22.6%
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-10% -13%

-3%
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Retirements

Appointment of 
Permanent 

Teachers

Recruitment of 
Substitute 
Teachers

2010 3.976 1.379

2011 1.481 133

2012 1.480 40 9.922

2013 2.188 112 10.929

2014 1.920 0 11.600

2015 1.309 0 13.866

2016 419 0 14.007

2017 227 0 16.205

13.000 1.664
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Challenge #2 – Fighting Teacher’s Evaluation Scheme
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Challenge #3 – Early Childhood Education and Care

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Greece 70.2% 69.9% 76.0% 74.6% 75.2% 76.4% 84.0% 79.6%

EU 28 Average 91.7% 92.1% 93.2% 93.2% 93.9% 93.9% 94.3% 94.8%

EU 2020 Target 95.0% 95.0% 95.0% 95.0% 95.0% 95.0% 95.0% 95.0%
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